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January 7, 2026

The Honorable Jim O’Neill

Deputy Secretary of Health and Human Services / Acting CDC Director
Office of the Deputy Secretary

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

200 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, DC 20201 USA

The Honorable Brian Christine, MD

Assistant Secretary for Health

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health

200 Independence Avenue SW

Washington, DC 20201

Dear Deputy Secretary O’Neill and Admiral Christine,

We, the undersigned, appreciate the responsibility of federal health leadership in
navigating complex and evolving public health challenges, and we write to share our
perspective on recent decisions related to childhood immunization policy.

Comparisons between the U.S. childhood immunization schedule and those of other
countries, including Denmark, risk overlooking fundamental differences in population
size, diversity, healthcare access, and infectious disease burden. These differences
matter. U.S. immunization policy must be guided by a transparent, evidence-based
process and grounded in U.S. epidemiology and real-world risk.

In the midst of a potentially severe respiratory season, it would be ill-advised to make
changes that are not supported by clear evidence. Last flu season, 289 U.S. children
died from influenza—the highest number in more than a decade. RSV remains the
leading cause of hospitalization among U.S. infants.

Based on the best available scientific evidence, we strongly urge continued
recommendation of annual influenza vaccination for everyone aged 6 months and
older, as well as protection against RSV for all infants whose mothers did not receive
an RSV vaccine during pregnancy.

Adopting an immunization schedule designed for another country—without
accounting for the distinct epidemiology and risk profile of the United States—could
place U.S. children at increased risk for serious, preventable diseases.

We call on federal public health leaders to reaffirm their commitment to a
transparent, evidence-based immunization policy process and to ensure that U.S.
childhood vaccination recommendations remain grounded in U.S. data, expert
consensus, and rigorous scientific review.
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